
Like everyone I spoke to, Linda loves koalas, but she’s worried about how many challenges 
they face. Her way to help was to get together a group of friends and start protecting 
and planting trees. The idea grew and grew until now they have a big plan to create koala 
corridors and plant a quarter of a million trees for koalas, and to link up areas of bush across 
many properties to help koalas find each other and breed strong young generations of koalas. 
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What is Bangalow Koalas?
We’re trying to link existing habitat and we’re trying to create more 
habitat, so it’s like creating stepping stones across the landscape.
We’re all about connecting habitat and fragmented populations of 
koalas so that they can actually move across and breed and so you get 
more genetic diversity, rather than having these small populations of 
koalas that start in-breeding, because they can’t go anywhere else.

How did it start? 
We just did a letter box drop in the local area, Bangalow, just to get 
people to help us weed and clear out around the base of established 
trees, and then we did a joint planting with Byron Council, and from  
that there was some local media. 

And then the idea spread… 
We might go to one property and plant their property and then their 
neighbours get interested so then we do their neighbour’s, so a lot of 
the plantings we’ve done, we might be doing four properties in one 
street.
We won’t go and plant on a property that there’s no koalas anywhere 
near and there’s no habitat. We make sure that it’s going to link up.

Bangalow Koalas is working really hard to plant out as many trees as 
possible in the Northern Rivers so in the future they’re going to have 
habitat, they’re going to have homes, and they’re going to have hope.

What’s your plan to help save the koala?
We’re trying to plant on the western side of town to get them to move 
away from where we’ve got humans and cars and dogs, and so then they 
can connect to other populations that are in the neighbouring town of 
Possum Creek and Binna Burra.

So habitat loss and fragmentation is the problem? 
It just means that they can’t cross the landscape how they used to cross 
the landscape. You’ll see pictures of a koala on the fencing along a main 
road and they’re hanging upside down from it. They’re trying to get over 
and you can’t tell a koala ‘No, you can’t go that way’, so if they want to go 
from one tree to another, and it means crossing a busy road, they’re not 
that intelligent that they’ll think ‘Oh, I’ll go an easier way’, they just want 
to go straight ahead.

Genetic diversity,  
and why it matters so much

The term genetic diversity 
is important in koala 
conservation. Put simply, 
it means having enough 
healthy adults of breeding 
age that the population 
does not become in-bred 
because this weakens future 
generations. Eventually a 
small group of koalas without 
diversity will all die out. 

https://www.usgs.gov/
center-news/why-genetic-
diversity-important
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I’m doing my 
best to make 
sure there is a 
future for koalas 
and I think we 
need the kids 
involved in that.

What else is working well?
In the mating season, roughly July/August through to March, you’ve got 
the males, they’re kicking out the younger males out of the territory, 
and also some of the younger females get kicked out. So they’ve got to 
go out and find other places to live and that’s when you get the higher 
amount of road kill.
There are some hot spot areas where they’re getting killed, so we also 
are working with getting flashing signage up. They look like a road sign, 
and they’re fluro yellow so they really stick out, and people come to us 
and say, ‘We’re worried about koalas here’, we give them signs, they put 
them up.

With your koala rescue carer hat on, what is something you’d 
love to tell people?
When I get a phone call, or we get a call to go out to see a koala that 
people might think is sick, they’ll say it’s a joey, and you go there and 
99% of the time it’s an adult. 
It’s just that when they curl up into a ball, they just look like they’re 
small, especially if they’re high in the tree. If when it’s curled up in a ball, 
it looks smaller than a soccer ball, then that’s a joey. Anything that looks 
bigger than a soccer ball, is an adult.

What got you into koala rescue and koala corridor planting?
Once I started rescuing koalas, I soon realised just how vulnerable they 
were, and they’ve got so much going against them. They’re susceptible 
to the same sort of diseases that humans get. They have cancers, they 
have kidney failures, tumours, all sorts of stuff. Then when you hear 
a koala cry, which I have when I have done some rescues, you never 
forget that sound. It’s just the most heartbreaking sound and from that 
moment onwards I became dedicated to doing all I could to save koalas.

If you could make one thing happen to help save koalas,  
what would it be?
Stop the logging in the native forests, and the land clearing. Our goal is 
to plant 250,000 trees by the end of 2025 and we want to plant 40,000 
this year alone. If we could stop the logging then we can save our koalas 
and everything else that lives in those forests.

How can young people get involved?
A lot of our plantings, or most of our plantings, we might have three 
generations that are coming along. It’s the kids, the parents, the 
grandparents, and the kids, you know, when they see road signs up for 
koalas they’re telling their parents to slow down, and they’re seeing  
the koalas. 
We started from nothing, we started just from a group of friends, and 
we’ve now got this massive huge goal of what we’re doing and we’ve 
partnered with IFAW, the International Fund of Animal Welfare, and they’re 
helping us do what we’re doing. From little things, big things can happen.
I think the most important thing is that we’ve each got to help save 
the koala. We don’t need the government to do it if we’ve got all these 
grassroot level groups across the country and if we can motivate other 
people to want to actually protect the koala. The kids are the future here. 
I’m doing my best to make sure there is a future for koalas and I think we 
need the kids involved in that.
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COMMUNITY CAMPAIGNING 
Linda got together with a few friends and now they are well on 
the way to planting a quarter of a million trees. 
Grassroots climate activism offers hope for a better world: 
https://theecologist.org/2018/sep/04/grassroots-climate-
activism-offers-hope-better-world-argues
Seven ways to supercharge community action on climate: 
https://reneweconomy.com.au/seven-ways-to-supercharge-
community-action-on-climate-76349/
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