
Jim is the volunteer President of the Tregegle Landcare group. Landcare works with 
other organisations and communities to create koala habitat. They plant trees to join up 
fragmented habitat into corridors that enable koalas to move around the landscape.  
I talked to Jim about tree planting and what students can do to help. 
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What do you do?
My role is volunteering with Landcare groups and networks in 
promoting koala habitat protection and restoration, collecting data,  
and participating in koala projects. 
[As well as Landcare volunteering], this includes working with Friends 
of the Koala, which are a local volunteer organisation that look after 
sick koalas and promote good vegetation for koalas. I also work with 
local schools in establishing Junior Landcare groups where kids can 
establish little nurseries, grow koala trees, plant them out and even sell 
them to people that want to plant them on their property.  

Tell us about Landcare 
Landcare is a community organisation that involves local volunteers 
that want to repair the natural environment. Kids and their parents 
get involved in the Junior Landcare groups at school, which is great, 
and they do more than just koala stuff. They have tree plantings on the 
school grounds, they run their gardens where they provide food for their 
canteens, or they just grow food to sell or to give away.

Tell me about a typical day.
There’s lots of different things we do. We established the Junior 
Landcare group at a local school, we had the Friends of the Koala 
come along. We had the Tregeagle Landcare group, and from that we 
applied for a small grant that allowed us to build a nursery to get some 

seeds for the kids to grow. They are koala food trees, [the kids] grew 
them to a certain stage until they were ready to go out to be planted 
in the environment. That was such a great, successful project, and 
the kids got really enthusiastic about it, and probably every couple of 
weeks there would be planting, or something. They know the system of 
watering, the requirement to water every day and all that stuff, so it was 
a great learning curve for them. We had specialist people there running 
education programs for the kids on the day to get them to learn about 
koalas, their scats, [and] how to identify them.

Do you have older kids mentoring younger kids?
I think it’s like anything – the younger ones are learning from the older 
ones, and I know that the younger kids get really enthusiastic. I think 
there’s natural mentoring in the groups they establish they make sure 
they have a mix of all class ranges.

Some might decide that this mentorship might be something 
they want to do?
Yes! And you can establish a Junior Landcare group at your school. We 
help you do that. It’s not that Landcare runs it, we help you establish it, 
and it can be in whatever format that you want that just promotes land 
care and the environment depending on what your school’s needs are.
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What do you think people get right about koalas?
Koalas are a national icon. They appear on the television quite regularly, 
and kids see them, a beautiful little animal, and they’re cute and they’re 
cuddly bears, I think that’s what they get right about them. I’m no expert, 
that’s my generalisation of what I see.

What do you most people get wrong, in your opinion, about 
koalas?
I think a lot of people don’t realise that koalas, like any animal, have 
likes and dislikes. It’s not like you can just grab a koala and shove it in a 
eucalyptus tree and it’s going to live there and like it. [Individual koalas] 
do have likes and dislikes for the same type of gum tree, so that’s a really 
interesting concept that I found, which makes the relocation and the care 
of koalas really challenging in some respects, but I think that koalas do 
have the ability to change their likes and dislikes. Well, they have to, to 
survive.

How did your involvement grow?
Learning about how to manage and look after koala habitat, making 
sure there was access to trees, and there were trees for koalas to get 
in… Which meant weed management, which meant getting funding 
through grants and working in partnership with other environmental 
agencies, like local government, the National Parks and Wildlife, the 
Office of Environment and Heritage, government agencies, to improve 
the habitat. Talk to your neighbours about making corridors so koalas 
can travel. That was probably what got me interested and kept me 
interested.

What’s so wrong about weeds?
They suppress the natural regeneration of trees and native species, 
koala food trees. They also (for example lantana) grow around trees and 
the koalas can’t get to the tree to get up the tree. They prevent access 
to the tree. In a perfect world [koalas] just jump through the treetops, 
but they’ve got to get down the tree and they’ve got to travel to the next 
one and we’re making their access easy by removing weeds that prevent 
them.

If you could make one change to help save koalas, what 
would that be?
I’ve probably got two. One is absolutely fantastic, talking to children in 
the classroom about koalas, the environment in general, and educating 
kids on how they can help that situation. 
The other is to have, a rewards system for people who own properties, 
and developers, to maintain or establish koala habitat. With developers, 
I know you can have areas developed that are koala-safe places that 
encourage koalas to come there. There’s no dogs, there’s no cats, they 
have koala corridors right through the development, and [we] should be 
having the conversations about that. It may cost extra, but people will 
be willing to pay the extra to live in that sort of community.

Maybe some of the older students would like to investigate 
sustainable development and incentives?
I think it would be a great question to ask the kids, or a project, to say 
‘What sort of rewards do you think people should get for having koala 
trees on their property?’ Or something like that. 

Is there one thing you would like to say to encourage kids to 
help save the koala?
I think understanding the koala is probably the first thing. To have a 
list to say these are what scientists think [are] the benefits of having 
koalas. I think doing that would be a really positive step.

Do kids have a role in conserving our environment?
They do. They’re critical because they know that a lot of us adults don’t 
get it right. They have a big role because they are the future.
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COMMUNITY 
Explore Jim’s local 
Landcare group, 
Tregeagle Landcare: 
https://landcare.
nsw.gov.au/groups/
tregeagle-landcare-
group/
Learn more about 
the Friends of the 
Koala: https://www.
friendsofthekoala.org/  
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